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Thus little Janne grew up in the loving care of
female relations. But his childhood was not
entirely devoid of male educational influence. He
had an uncle, Pehr (Peter) Sibelius, for whom he
had a great affection and whom he visited frequently
and who was himself closely attached to the sons
of his prematurely lost brother.

" My uncle Pehr was a business man in Abo and
was considered fairly well off for his time. He was
very eccentric. His great passion was astronomy,
after which came music. He constantly frequented
the concerts of the Musical Society and played the
violin assiduously. In his habits as in other things
he was different from most people, for he put off
his cult of music to the silent hours of the night.
He usually began to play his violin at two o'clock
in the morning,

" As a child and as a growing boy I often stayed
with him in Abo and enjoyed myself very much in
his comfortable bachelor home. I found no great
difficulty in adapting myself to his strange habits.
Our relations were extraordinarily good.

" Music was the link that bound us, but he
expected my future to lie in another4 direction.
Astronomy was his dominating passion and he
would have preferred both me and my younger
brother to devote ourselves to that science. How-
ever, he raised no objections when I went in for
music during my second year at college."

Sibelius' grandfather, the town councillor in
Lovisa, had, besides the doctor and business man,